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Looking for ways to earn money while studying in Nigeria? Discover 15 proven offline
business ideas that require little to no capital, fit your schedule, and can generate
#20,000-8200,000+ monthly. From campus-based services to weekend gigs, find the
perfect side hustle for your skills and circumstances.

Introduction: Why Offline Hustles Still Matter in 2026

While the digital economy continues to grow, offline hustles remain incredibly relevant for
Nigerian students. With rising costs of education, accommodation, and daily expenses,
many students are looking for reliable ways to earn extra income without compromising
their academics.

Offline businesses offer unique advantages: immediate cash payments, no internet
requirements, direct customer relationships, and the ability to leverage your physical
campus environment. Whether you're at a federal university, state university, or
polytechnic, there are countless opportunities to monetize your time, skills, and location.

This comprehensive guide explores 15 tested and profitable offline hustles specifically
tailored for Nigerian students, complete with startup costs, earning potential, and practical
tips to get started.

1. Food Delivery and Restaurant Services

The Opportunity

Campus food delivery is one of the most accessible hustles for students. With many
students too busy to queue at the cafeteria or preferring to stay in their rooms, there's
constant demand for food delivery services.

How to Start
» Partner with local restaurants, canteens, and food vendors near campus
+ Create a simple flier or WhatsApp broadcast list to advertise your service
* Invest in a good bicycle or motorcycle (if you can afford it)
» Charge 8100-N300 per delivery depending on distance
» Offer package deals for regular customers
Startup Cost: 85,000-815,000 (for fliers, initial transport, and phone credit)
Earning Potential: :20,000-&%60,000 monthly (making 10-20 deliveries daily)



2. Mobile Phone Accessories and Repair

The Opportunity

Almost every student owns a smartphone, and phone accessories like chargers,
earphones, screen protectors, and phone cases are always in demand. Screen repairs
are also highly lucrative.

How to Start

+ Source affordable accessories from Computer Village (Lagos), Alaba International
Market, or local wholesalers

» Learn basic phone repair skills through YouTube tutorials or apprenticeship
» Set up a small stand in your hostel or strategic campus locations

« Offer mobile repair services from your room

» Use social media and student groups to advertise

Startup Cost: 815,000-850,000 (for initial inventory)
Earning Potential: 830,000-5100,000 monthly

3. Laundry and Dry Cleaning Services

Many students, especially those in hostels without washing machines, struggle to find
time for laundry. Offering affordable washing, ironing, and dry-cleaning services can be
highly profitable.

How to Start
* Invest in a quality iron, detergent, and washing basin (or use shared facilities)
» Offer pick-up and delivery services within campus

» Charge per piece or per basket (&1,500-83,000 per basket)
» Specialize in delicate items like suits, traditional wear, or white garments for
premium pricing
» Partner with off-campus students who have more space and privacy concerns
Startup Cost: 810,000-N25,000

Earning Potential: 825,000-&80,000 monthly

4. Tutoring and Academic Services

If you excel academically, tutoring is one of the most rewarding hustles. You can help
junior students or even high school students preparing for JAMB, WAEC, or NECO
examinations.

How to Start



+ Identify your strongest subjects and target students who need help

« Offer one-on-one sessions or small group classes (3-5 students)

+ Create study materials, past questions compilations, or summary notes to sell
* Advertise in departmental groups, hostels, and notice boards

* Charge NH2,000-85,000 per hour for individual sessions

Startup Cost: 80-N5,000 (mainly for advertising and materials)
Earning Potential: :30,000-%150,000 monthly

5. Photography and Videography

Campus events, birthdays, departmental programs, and student weddings create
constant demand for photography services. With a decent camera or even a good
smartphone, you can start this business.

How to Start
» Start with your smartphone camera or save up for an entry-level DSLR
» Learn basic photography and editing skills (Lightroom, Photoshop)
« Offer services for birthdays, departmental events, convocations, and graduations
» Create a portfolio on Instagram or WhatsApp Status
* Network with event planners and student leaders
Startup Cost: &80-N150,000 (depending on equipment)
Earning Potential: :£20,000-8200,000 monthly (810,000-8100,000 per event)

6. Hairdressing and Barbing Services

Grooming is essential, and students are always looking for affordable, convenient options.
Whether you specialize in male haircuts or female hairstyling, this is a recession-proof
business.

How to Start

* Learn the skill through apprenticeship or online tutorials

* Invest in quality clippers, scissors, combs, and styling products

» Set up in your room, hostel corridor, or rent a small space

« Offer mobile services (visit customers in their rooms)

» Charge 8500-81,500 for haircuts, 8¥2,000-810,000 for hairstyling
Startup Cost: 815,000-840,000
Earning Potential: 840,000-8120,000 monthly



7. Recharge Services (Airtime, Data, TV, Electricity)

Despite the rise of banking apps, many students still prefer quick, convenient recharge
services for their daily needs. Offering airtime, data bundles, cable TV subscriptions
(DSTV, GOtv, Startimes), and electricity bill payments creates multiple income streams
from a single business model.

How to Start

o Register as an authorized agent with telecom networks (MTN, Glo, Airtel, 9mobile)
and utility platforms (Quickteller, VTU platforms, or POS services)

e Set up a POS terminal or use mobile apps like Opay, PalmPay, or Moniepoint for
transactions

e Stock physical recharge cards for customers who prefer them

« Offer data bundle purchases at competitive rates

e Provide cable TV subscription renewals (DSTV, GOtv, Startimes)

o Accept electricity bill payments for PHCN/IBEDC/EKEDC prepaid meters

« Operate in high-traffic areas (hostels, lecture halls, cafeterias, campus gates)

« Keep a record book for all transactions for accountability

« Profit margins typically range from 2-10% per transaction depending on the service
Startup Cost: 8¥15,000-N50,000 (for POS terminal deposit, initial float, and registration)

Earning Potential: 830,000-&%80,000 monthly (with high transaction volume and multiple
services)

8. Fashion Retail (Thrift Clothes, Shoes, Accessories)

Nigerian students love fashion but often work with tight budgets. Selling affordable thrift
clothes (okrika), shoes, bags, and accessories can be extremely profitable.

How to Start
» Source quality thrift items from major markets (Katangua, Yaba, Balogun)
* Focus on trendy pieces: jeans, sneakers, hoodies, vintage tees, caps
» Organize room sales or pop-up shops in hostels
* Post items on WhatsApp Status and Instagram with attractive photos
» Offer flexible payment plans for loyal customers

Startup Cost: §20,000-8100,000



Earning Potential: £30,000-8150,000 monthly (100-300% markup)

9. Snack and Beverage Sales

Students snack constantly, especially during late-night study sessions or between
classes. Selling snacks, soft drinks, energy drinks, and packaged foods is a steady
income stream.
How to Start

» Stock popular items: gala, chin-chin, popcorn, biscuits, soft drinks, sachet water

* Buy in bulk from wholesalers for better profit margins

» Set up a small stand in your room or corridor

» Offer delivery to rooms for an extra fee

« Keep inventory fresh and well-refrigerated if selling cold drinks

Startup Cost: &10,000-850,000
Earning Potential: 825,000-5100,000 monthly

10. Event Planning and Decoration

Campus life is full of events: birthdays, departmental dinners, send-forth parties, and club
meetings. If you have a creative eye and organizational skills, event planning is for you.
How to Start

» Learn basic decoration skills (balloons, draping, lighting)

« Partner with vendors (caterers, DJs, photographers)

« Offer package deals for small events

* Build a portfolio by volunteering for free initially

» Network with student union leaders and department executives

Startup Cost: §15,000-880,000
Earning Potential: 830,000-8200,000 monthly (820,000-8150,000 per event)

11. Shoe Cleaning and Repair Services

White sneakers, leather shoes, and boots need regular cleaning and maintenance.
Offering professional shoe care services can attract a loyal customer base.

How to Start
* Invest in shoe cleaning products, brushes, polishes, and protective sprays
» Learn shoe repair basics (restitching, sole replacement)



+ Charge &8500-N2,000 per pair depending on service

» Offer pick-up and drop-off services

+ Specialize in premium brands for higher margins
Startup Cost: &5,000-820,000

Earning Potential: :20,000-R60,000 monthly

12. Printing and Photocopying Services

Students constantly need assignments printed, lecture materials photocopied, and
documents bound. If you can afford a printer, this is one of the most consistent
businesses.

How to Start
* Buy a reliable printer and photocopier (or partner with an existing center)
» Offer printing, scanning, binding, and laminating services
« Set up in a strategic location near lecture halls or libraries
» Provide fast turnaround times and quality service
» Offer discounts for bulk orders
Startup Cost: 850,000-8200,000

Earning Potential: 850,000-200,000 monthly

13. Makeup Artistry and Beauty Services
Campus events, dates, and photoshoots create demand for makeup services. Female
students especially are willing to pay for professional makeup for special occasions.
How to Start

» Learn makeup skills through online tutorials or workshops

* Invest in quality makeup products and brushes

« Offer services for birthdays, dates, photoshoots, and formal events

» Build a portfolio on Instagram showing before-and-after transformations

+ Charge &3,000-815,000 per session depending on complexity

Startup Cost: &%20,000-%100,000
Earning Potential: :30,000-%150,000 monthly



14. Hostel/Room Cleaning Services

Not everyone enjoys cleaning, and many busy students are willing to pay for someone to
keep their spaces tidy. This is particularly popular among final-year students and working
students.

How to Start
* Invest in basic cleaning supplies (brooms, mops, detergents, air fresheners)
» Offer weekly or bi-weekly cleaning packages
» Charge 81,000-N3,000 per cleaning session
* Be reliable, thorough, and trustworthy
« Offer additional services like organizing or trash disposal
Startup Cost: 85,000-815,000

Earning Potential: 820,000-860,000 monthly

15. Campus Agent/Brand Representative

Many companies seek student ambassadors to promote their products and services on
campus. This can range from promoting apps, events, educational programs, or
consumer goods.

How to Start

* Apply for campus ambassador programs from brands like Coca-Cola, Indomie,
tech companies, etc.

+ Promote products through social media, fliers, and word-of-mouth
+ Organize sampling events, competitions, or activations

« Earn through commissions, stipends, or free products

* Build valuable marketing and networking skills

Startup Cost: &R0-N10,000
Earning Potential: 815,000-880,000 depends (plus bonuses and products)

Essential Tips for Success

1. Balance Academics and Business

Your primary purpose in school is to get a degree. Choose hustles that fit your schedule
and don't compromise your studies. Consider weekend-heavy or evening businesses if
you have a heavy course load.



2. Start Small and Scale Gradually

Don't invest all your money at once. Test the market with small inventory or services,
learn what works, then expand. Many successful student entrepreneurs started with just
a little amount

3. Build Trust and Reputation

Campus communities are tight-knit. Word-of-mouth is powerful. Deliver quality service,
be honest, and keep your promises. A good reputation will bring repeat customers and
referrals.

4. Leverage Social Media

Use WhatsApp Status, Instagram, and Facebook groups to advertise. Join departmental
groups, hostel groups, and faculty groups. Post attractive photos and clear prices.

5. Manage Your Money Wisely

Separate business money from personal money. Reinvest profits to grow your business.
Save a portion for emergencies. Track expenses and income to understand profitability.
6. Network and Collaborate

Partner with other student entrepreneurs. A food vendor can partner with a delivery
service. A photographer can partner with event planners. Collaboration expands your
reach and capabilities.

7. Understand Your Market

Study what students on your campus need and are willing to pay for. What works at Ul
might differ from UNILAG or UNIBEN. Observe trends, listen to complaints, and identify

gaps.

Legal and Safety Considerations

» Check campus regulations about commercial activities in hostels

» Obtain necessary permissions from hostel management or authorities
+ Keep records of transactions for accountability

» Prioritize safety when dealing with cash or meeting customers

» Consider registering your business formally as it grows



Conclusion: Your Financial Freedom Starts Now

The student years don't have to be financially stressful. With determination, creativity, and
smart work, you can build a profitable side hustle that not only supports you through
school but also teaches valuable entrepreneurial skills for the future.

The 15 offline hustles outlined in this guide have been proven to work for Nigerian
students across different institutions. Whether you have &5,000 or &#100,000 to start,
there's an opportunity for you.

Start small, stay consistent, deliver quality, and watch your hustle grow. Remember, every
big business started somewhere small. Your dorm room, hostel corridor, or campus
corner could be the birthplace of your next major success.

Which hustle resonates with you? Pick one, start this week, and take control of
your financial future. You've got this!
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